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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1. Purpose 

The purpose of the Release Notes document is to communicate new features and changes in 
this release of the EDRIS system. It also documents known problems. 

1.2. Scope 

New version of the EDRIS system (release June 2011). 

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/hac 

 

1.3. Definitions, Acronyms, and Abbreviations 

N/A 

1.4. References 

N/A 

2. ABOUT THIS RELEASE 

The main features of this new release are: 

– Greater level of detail: 2 levels for contributions [Commitments & contracts] 

– New/modified encoding rules/fields (Cash or in kind, CAP, Recipient country and world 
region, description of aid, linked decision) 

– Encoding in other currencies than Euro 

– Revision of classification of aid by beneficiary group, aid sector and type of aid 

– Enhanced search and reporting facilities 

– New search criteria: by beneficiary group, by sector, by type of aid, by crisis 
disaster 

– Daily linked with FTS (OCHA) 

– Link with TR-AID 

See section 5 for more details or the manual on "How to report" for further information. 

3. COMPATIBLE PRODUCTS 

This product has been tested on standard Commission workstations (IE 8.0 and Firefox 3.0) 
using the Acceptance environment of DG ECHO (hosted at the Data Center). 

4. INSTALLATION/UPGRADE INSTRUCTIONS 

The system is accessible via the internet, thus not requiring to be installed. 

The new release is available to all the users from the date of release. 

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/hac
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5. CHANGES/NEW FEATURES 

5.1. Greater level of detail 

Two levels for recording contributions are now available (instead of one) by including both 
the decisions and contracts in the database. A link is available to create a contract from a 
decision. 

For DG ECHO, decisions (or global commitments) are defined as formal and binding 
contributions to a specific crisis, but for which the contracts with implementing 
organizations/agencies still need to be concluded. DG ECHO will register its funding 
decisions or its Humanitarian Implementation Plans (HIPs - for the new global decision as of 
2011) as decisions. 

For DG ECHO, contracts mean grant agreements signed with NGOs, International 
organizations or UN agencies. 

5.2. New/modified encoding rules/fields 

5.2.1. Cash and in kind contributions 
It is not possible anymore to mix cash and in kind contribution. One has to encode separately 
cash contributions and in kind contributions. The estimated amount for in kind contribution 
has to be provided per recipient country.  

5.2.2. Cap 
It is now possible to indicate if the contribution is made in the context of the CAP. If yes, the 
CAP reference must be provided. 

5.2.3. World region and country 
An additional level of detail by world region has been added for reporting purposes. The 
contribution amount can be broken down at world region level and/or country level. The total 
amount of the contribution is computed when you provide the beakdown. 

 

5.3. Encoding in other currencies than Euro 

It is now possible encoding contributions in all currencies of EU Member States as well as in 
US$. Contributions registered in other currencies than the Euro will automatically be 
converted using the 'InforEuro' exchange rate for the month of the contribution based on the 
confirmation date or for the last month available. 

5.4. Revision of classification of aid by beneficiary group, aid sector and type of 
aid 

The classifications of the aid by beneficiary group, aid sector and type of aid have been 
revised to align them with current classifications in DG ECHO and OCHA's FTS. Lists of 
information are available for each field. 

The most important change is the amount breakdown by aid sector and by type of aid which 
become mandatory. The breakdowns by aid sector, type of aid and implementing agency have 
to much the total amount of the contract. 
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5.5. Predefined list of channels 

Changes to the previous version: 

The predefined list of channels contains now some NGOs that can be selected 
using the "Pick channel" button. 

The objective is twofold: 1) facilitate the encoding of reports, 2) standardise 
the name of the most usual NGOs in the reports of the database, avoiding that 
the same organisation is recorded under different names. 

5.6. Enhanced search and reporting facilities 

New search criterias have been implemented.  

It is possible to search by Beneficiary group, by Sector of aid, by Type of Aid, By 
crisis/Disaster, by date of decision, by project code, by recipient country and world region. 

Some search criterias are mutually exclusive. Thus it is not possible to search by beneficiary 
group, by sector and by type of aid in the mean time because this would lead to incoherent 
results.  

If you do a search by region, you will get the list of contributions for the selected region as 
well as all contributions provided to countries of that region including country not specified. 

You can combine recipient countries and recipient world regions. As a result, you will get all 
contributions given to the selected recipient countries in addition to the contributions given to 
the selected world regions and to the countries of that region. Keep in mind that the selection 
of a country and a region does not restrict the selection to the selected countries of the 
selectedworld region but on the contrary expends the search. You should be careful with that 
function when you select "COUNTRY NOT SPECIFIED" in the mean time as a region 
because this will return all contributions having "country not specified" independently of the 
region you have selected plus all contributions of the region and its countries. 

Regarding the total resulting amount, it is depending on the search criterias.  As several 
criterias are broken down into amounts and some combinations of criterias are restrictive, the 
amount taken into account for the resulting list depends on the combination of search criterias 
you have selected. There is a precedence order among the monetary criterias which is first the 
"Sector of aid" or "Type of aid", than the Implementing agency and finally the countries and 
or world regions. 

So if you select the "Sector of aid" and the "countries", you will get the amount of aid 
according to the break down done by Sector of Aid; if you select Type of Aid, Implementing 
agency and world region, you will get the amount of aid according to the break down done by 
"Type of Aid"; if you want the total amount of aid provided to a specific Implementing 
agency, you cannot select in the mean time the type of aid or the "Sector of Aid";  

All other criterias are just more restrictive. 

The "Date of decision" is the real date of entry into force of a decision or contract. It is 
normaly the official signature date. 

The Confirmation date is the date when the contribution was confirmed in the system. This is 
a system date which can be very different from the Date of decision. It is the date when you 
click the "Confirm" button in EDRIS. 

The Duration start and end date correspond in theory to the real operation date. This gives the 
start date of the operation and the end date of the operation on the field. 

5.7. Other changes 

Removal of options not used: 
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The option "Update disaster code" has been removed because the table of 
disasters was based on a database of disasters not updated anymore. A survey 
on the database shows that the option is not used. 

The fields corresponding to the disaster code have also been removed from 
the standard report (fields "Code disaster ", "Location of the disaster", 
"Disaster date" and "Disaster description") 

The fields Continuum, Transport, Area of destination have been deleted. 

 

Update of the online help: 

The online help has been updated according to the latest changes. 

6. KNOWN ERRORS, PROBLEMATIC FEATURES AND LIMITATIONS 

There are some limitations in the reporting. It concerns all new fields which have been 
introduced with that new release. The information linked to these fields is not accurate or 
does not exist for the contributions introduced before the roll out of this release on the 
15/06/2011. 

So be aware that you should not use the Beneficiary groups, Sector of Aid, Type of aid if the 
search period goes beyond the 15/06/2011 in the past. 

It is also important to know that the breakdown provided by Type of Aid, Sector of Aid and 
Implementing Agency is indicative and does not necessarily reflect the final breakdown. This 
is particularly true for CAP decisions, where it is not known in the beginning how the money 
will be spent. 
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